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I. PURPOSE  
 

The Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area stretches from Buford Dam to Peachtree 
Creek over a distance of 48 miles.  There are two designated hazardous areas within this stretch 
of river (Buford Dam to GA Hwy 20 and Morgan Falls Dam to Morgan Falls Boat Ramp).  Water 
flow in the entire 48 mile stretch can become unpredictable and is always subject to fast rise and 
increased flows.  These conditions create an inherent danger to operate a vessel in and this 
policy exists to mitigate these risks and improve employee/visitor safety.   Chattahoochee River 
National Recreation area employees operate a fleet compromised of motorized and non-
motorized vessels.  Of the motorized vessels, three are designated for Law Enforcement 
operations and one additional motorized vessel is used in support of Resource Management.  Of 
the non-motorized vessels, the park has an array of kayaks and canoes as well as inflatable 
vessels used for a variety of park activities.  This comprehensive fleet is used for a variety of tasks 
including but not limited to:  river patrols, assistance to tubers/kayakers/swimmers, coordination 
with federal and state agencies, search and rescue, emergency medical services, enforcement of 
federal/state laws and regulations and support of resource management, maintenance, 
interpretation, and administrative functions as needed.   

  
The following procedures shall establish clear guidelines for mandatory and optional training and 
certification of operators, vessel equipment standards, safe boating operations, and maintenance 
of the park’s vessel fleet in the interest of making our park a safer place to operate a vessel. 

 
This policy is applicable to all motorized and non-motorized boating operations unless stated 
otherwise. 
 
Personnel that operate vessels in violation of this policy may forfeit boat operation privileges at 
Chattahoochee River NRA 
 

 
II. OBJECTIVES AND STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES  
 

a) Standardize, wherever possible, vessels including required and optional equipment, vessel 
operating procedures, training and certification of operators through the Department of Interior 
Motorboat Operator Certification Course (DOI-MOCC), and maintenance of the vessel fleet. 

 
b) Provide standardized training, equipment, and operating procedures that will allow employees 

to perform vessel related duties safely and efficiently.  Encourage the safe operation of park 
vessels while providing quality training to employees that will help them safely render 
assistance to visitors in emergency situations.  Employees can utilize this knowledge to be 
subject matter experts as it relates to the Chattahoochee River and be the lead agency when 
it comes to incidents that occur on water. 

 
 

 
III. ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 
 

A. Boating Safety Program Manager (BSPM)   
 

1. Based on qualifications, the BSPM is appointed by the Superintendent.  
 
2. The BSPM is responsible for: 
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(a) Ensuring compliance with this policy and making modifications as needed. 
 
(b) Coordinating with supervisors to insure that all government owned vessels are properly 

operated, equipped, inspected, and maintained. 
 
(c) Serving as the MOCC Coordinator (or designating an alternate). 
 
(d) Certifying personnel through the use of a practical evaluation, which is an element of 

the MOCC program.  This includes administering a refresher for those who have not 
been certified within the last 5 years (Appendix XV). 

 
 (e) Maintaining training and certification records for those individuals who have attended 

MOCC training through the IMARS reporting system. 
 
 (f) Serving as liaison with outside agencies on boating related matters.  
 
 (g) Keeping staff up to date in all boating matters related to State and Federal  regulations, 

vessel/equipment replacement, operational requirements, optional equipment, and 
policies. 

 
(h) Insuring this policy is reviewed every three years or as necessary. 

 
                      (i) Serving as the point of contact for water related activities to outside agencies. 
                    

(j) Serving as a member on the Board of Review when park owned vessels are   involved 
in an accident. 

 
B. MOTORBOAT OPERATOR CERTIFICATION COURSE (DOI-MOCC) COORDINATOR 
 

1. The BSPM may act as the MOCC Coordinator or appoint one. 
 

2. The MOCC coordinator must have successfully completed the instructor skills training 
covering the standards as outlined in USDOI DM 485. 

 
3.  Responsible for scheduling, coordinating, and instructing MOCC training and refresher 

courses for all employees who wish to operate park owned vessels. 
 
 
C. MOCC INSTRUCTORS  
   

1. MOCC instructors will be appointed, based on qualifications, by the park Boating Safety 
Program Manager and the employee’s supervisor.  

   
2. MOCC instructors must successfully complete instructor skills training as outlined in USDOI 

DM485. 
 
3. MOCC instructors are responsible for instructing the park boat training courses as outlined 

in DM-485. 
 

D. SUPERVISORS  
 

1. Responsible for the safe operation of all vessels and qualifications of vessel operators 
under their directions. 

 
2. Responsible for ensuring implementation and compliance of this policy and appendices 
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3. Responsible for ensuring employees have the proper certification including practical 
evaluation of each park owned vessel they operate. 

 
 
 
 

IV. VESSEL OPERATOR REQUIREMENTS, CERTIFICATION AND TRAINING 
 
A. BASIC VESSEL OPERATOR REQUIREMENTS 

 
1. All CHAT personnel who operate government owned motorized vessels as a part of their 

official duties at a minimum must successfully complete the MOCC as outlined in DM-485 
Sec. 22. 

 
2. All CHAT personnel who operate government owned motorized vessels as a part of their 

primary, secondary or collateral duties as described in their position description are 
subjected to random drug testing.   

 
3.  CHAT personnel who operate park owned vessels are required to have a completed boat 

certification form on file by the BSPR and/or Safety Committee.  This must be completed by 
either their supervisor or the supervisor’s representative and this form returned to the 
BSPR before they are authorized to operate CHAT government owned vessels.  

 
4. Employees who have previously attended and successfully completed MOCC will not have 

to participate in this training if completed in the last five years.  For those employees who 
have not participated in this training within the last five years, the employee will need to 
complete the MOCC refresher course on DOI Learn and submit the training certificate to 
the BSPM and also successfully complete the following: 

 
(a) Must successfully complete the on-river practical evaluation portion. 
 
(b) Provide a completed Boat Certification Form and a copy of their MOCC certificate to the 

BSPM before they are authorized to operate a CHAT government owned vessel.  
 

  
B. MOTORBOAT OPERATOR CERTIFICATION COURSE (MOCC) 
 

1. Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area Motorboat Certification Course will adhere 
to USDOI DM-485 Ch. 22 guidelines.   

 
(a) The park will make every effort to offer the MOCC course twice each year (spring and 

fall) contingent on enrollment.  This course may be offered on river (between Azalea 
Park and Morgan Falls Dam) or alternatively on Lake Lanier (USACE property) 
depending on available water. 

   
(b) This course may be presented more often if the demand exists, or in exigent 

circumstances.  Also, the BSPR may authorize MOCC training on an individual basis if 
the need arises. 

 
(c) Class size is not to exceed a 5/1 student to instructor ratio. 
  

2. Employees who do not pass the practical (on – river) portions of the MOCC program will be 
considered a trainee.   
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(a) Trainees may operate government vessels only with an MOCC certified operator on 
board. 

   
(b) Remedial boat training will be the discretion of the employee’s supervisor.  At the 
supervisor’s request to the BSPM, the employee will be retested by a MOCC Training 
Officer.  

 
  3.  Special use Vessels (Jet-Driven Vessels as defined in 485 DM 22) 
   

Due to shallow waters, shifting sandbars, and shoals, CHAT employees operate jet drive 
vessels.  These are considered special use due to the manner in which they operate and 
the inherent characteristics of their propulsion.  It is critical to be proficient in how the 
handling characteristics of these vessels differ from traditional propeller driven vessels.  
Because CHAT offers the MOCC course using jet driven vessels, any employee who 
passes the practical MOCC course utilizing one of these vessels will also fulfil the 
requirement for operation of special use vessels. 

  
4.  GAR (Green Amber Red) 
 

All park owned vessel operations on the Chattahoochee River (motorized or non) is subject to 
completion of a GAR.  Laminated GAR forms (see appendix XVIII) will be present in each 
park-owned motorized vessel and operators of the vessel will review this form together and 
ensure that use of the vessel is in compliance before launching.  Major concerns will be 
weather (percent chance for rain/thunderstorms), Water Releases from Buford Dam or 
Morgan Falls Dam (operators are required to review the daily SEPADOE release schedule or 
call 855-DAM-FLOW), and the current bacteria level of the river prior to launch. 

 
5.   Non-Motorized Vessels 
 

(a) The Chattahoochee River NRA owns and operates non-motorized vessels on the river. 
This includes kayaks, canoes, and inflatables.   

 
(b) Operation of ANY non-motorized vessel by park employees will be contingent upon that 

employee having documented training on how to operate it in river conditions.  For 
example, in order to operate a CHAT owned kayak on the river, the operating employee 
must have an ACA course (or equivalent) on file with the BSPR.  

 
(c) The operation of a non-motorized vessel on the river will be contingent on the operator 

completing a GAR and submitting a float plan to their supervisor (e-mail or phone call is 
acceptable) stating the time of launch, area of operation, and expected time back to the 
boat ramp. 

 
(d) The BSPM or designee shall ensure that the USCG Auxiliary conduct an inspection 

annually of park-owned non-motorized vessels to ensure they in good serviceable 
condition.   Documentation of this inspection will be forwarded to both the Safety 
Committee and the BSPM. 

  
  
6.    Flatwater, Moving Water, and Night Operations 

 
 (a) The Chattahoochee river can produce conditions which are unpredictable, 

dynamic, and have proven deadly.  Conditions can change from flat water to fast 
moving water during times of a dam release for from Buford/Morgan Falls Dams or 
following heavy rains during the time there is a need to operate a vessel.  Only skilled 
operators who have shown that they can safely launch, retrieve, and operate the 
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vessel in fast moving water may do so.  This certification will be submitted to the BSPR 
by the MOCC training staff for those wishing to operate during such conditions.  Note:  
Operation in these conditions will still be subject to a GAR. 

 
 7.  Night Operations and Certification 
 

(a) Night operations are operating at any time between sunset and sunrise.  This type of 
operation will be subject to GAR and only be initiated for health and safety reasons and 
the operator has demonstrated that they are a competent operator. Night specific training 
designed to increase proficiency at night for operators who have demonstrated the level of 
proficiency is needed to complete this in a safe manner.  Note:  Night operation north of 
McGinnis Ferry Road to Lower Pool shall not be conducted at the time of this writing due 
to the level of hazard on the river, however, does not preclude a rescue by shore based 
methods. 
 

(a) No employee may operate any NPS vessel at night unless they have successfully 
completed a Night Certification practical evaluation with a MOCC instructor. (Appendix 
VI). 

 
(c) Employees who have displayed superior boating skills, exceptional    geographical 

knowledge of the Chattahoochee River (inclusive of shoals, hazards, and sandbars) and 

who also have the immediate need to operate government vessels at night shall be 

authorized to operate a government owned vessel during the hours of darkness on a 

case by case basis. 

(d) This certification will be upon the request of the employee’s Supervisor and will require 
the employee to a pass a practical examination administered by a MOCC instructor who 
is also proficient in night operations. Night Boat Operations training at a minimum will 
include proper use of a spotlight and the basic use of electronic navigational aids (chart 
plotter and depth). 

 
(e)  No employee may operate NPS vessels at night unless they have been night certified 

by a qualified DOI-MOCC instructor. 
 
(f) Vessels used for night operations shall meet all USCG navigational lighting requirements 

and at a minimum shall have a serviceable hand held or remote controlled spotlight, 
bow bi-light (red and green), and a stern all around white light.  In addition, these 
vessels must be equipped with a serviceable depth finder and chart plotting GPS unit.  

 
V. OPERATIONS 
 

A. RESPONSIBILITIES OF CERTIFIED PERSONNEL 
1. . All government vessels will be operated in a safe and professional manner in 

accordance with this policy as well as DOI DM 485 Chapter 22, 36 CFR Part 3, the 
United States Coast Guard, and the State of Georgia Chapter 27 of the Official Code 
of Georgia Annotated (OCGA). 
 

2. Operators shall assure that all required equipment is on board, in good condition and 
serviceable prior to placing the vessel into service. 

 
 

3. Operators are responsible for maintaining vessels in a safe and operable condition. 
4. Operators will follow proper start-up, shutdown, and refueling procedures. 
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5. Law Enforcement operators will notify Fulton County dispatch when a vessel is placed 
in-service, and for what purpose the operation is (routine patrol, search and rescue, 
recovery, etc).  Non-Law Enforcement operators will need to send a float plan 
notification to their supervisor prior to launch stating their intended area of operation 
and what time they expect to return. 

 
 

6. The Operator of a vessel is responsible for personal flotation device (PFD) compliance 
aboard their vessel for ALL passengers. 
 

7. Operators will operate vessels at or below the manufactures identified cruise RPM’s 
during routine operations. 

 
8. Operators are responsible for assuring that the vessel is properly secured on the trailer 

at the conclusion of the voyage prior to leaving the boat and that all loose items are 
secured or removed from the vessel. 

 
 

9. Operators will assure that at the conclusion of a voyage, the vessel is cleaned,   
refueled      at CHAT maintenance (fuel must be logged – see appendix XVII) and all 
gear is properly stowed.  Any equipment that was damaged, lost or used is to be 
replaced, including EMS supplies shall be noted in the vessel log book. 

 
                               
  B.  OPERATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF SUPERVISORS 
 

1. Supervisors are responsible for monitoring the use and condition of vessels used by their 
employees and ensuring compliance with this policy, to include performing an annual 
vessel inspection using CHAT Boat Inspection Form in Appendix XII 

 
2. Supervisors will ensure that their employees have the proper certifications and competent 

skills before allowing them to safely operate government owned vessels. 
 
3.  Supervisors will ensure that only their employees who have completed DOI-MOCC will be 

operating on the river in a government owned vessel  
 

C.  HAZARDOUS OPERATING CONDITIONS  
 

1. Includes, but is not limited to night operation, operation in restricted visibility (fog/smoke), 
during a time of high water flow as defined by the GAR, sustained winds over 35 MPH, 
and/or other life threatening situations.  The operator of a vessel is responsible for using 
the GAR method to determine when a hazardous condition exists and they need to take 
into account the elements that would constitute the risks which could result in serious 
injury or death and take all means to avoid those circumstances including cancellation of 
the operation.  

a. Only vessel operators who are both experienced and authorized by their 
supervisors will conduct vessel operations during hazardous conditions. 

b. Inexperienced operators (non certified night operators) shall not operate a boat in 
these conditions.  If already underway and these conditions arise, the operator 
shall seek shelter (under bridge, etc) and make proper notification. 
 

2. All personnel shall wear a type I-III personal flotation device during hazardous conditions 
3. Ignition kill switches shall be used on all CHAT government owned vessels (when 

equipped) with the lanyard secured to the operator’s PFD. 
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4. If possible, avoid using electronic equipment, including (vessel installed) radios during 

thunder storms which are producing lighting.   
 

 
5. If weather conditions deteriorate to the point that the safety of personnel or the vessel is 

jeopardized, seek a protected area (under an overpass bridge) and advise dispatch or 
your supervisor via cellphone of your location and the situation 

 
Hazardous duty differential for vessel operations is authorized for employees who participate as a 
member of a water search and rescue team in adverse weather conditions when winds are blowing at 35 
m.p.h (56 km/h) or in water search and rescue operations conducted at night. Normal routine night boat 
operations may not constitute hazardous duty differential- (5 CFR 550.902 Appendix A to Subpart I) 
 
 
D.  NIGHT VESSEL OPERATIONS 
 

1. Night Operations are defined as operating of a vessel between one-half hour after sunset 
to one-half hour before sunrise. 
 

2. Emergency Night Vessel Operations (Search and Rescue) will only be conducted for 
immediate life threatening situations.  (Incidents such as separated parties, disabled 
vessels, and minor medicals do not normally justify emergency night operations). 

 
(a) Whenever emergency night operations are conducted, a secondary certified night 

operator should be on board to assist with navigation.  When extenuating circumstances 
exist in emergency situations, and a second night certified operator is not readily 
available, any individual (preferably MOCC certified) capable of safely assisting a night 
certified operator may be recruited.   

 
(b) Final decision to respond to emergency search and rescue request will rest with the 

certified night vessel operator.  
 

(c) Employees certified as search and rescue night operator will assist and serve as a 
helmsman within their patrol area for other divisions who require night vessel operations 
upon the request of a division chief in extenuating circumstances. 

 
E.  WATER BASED GROUP OUTINGS 
 

1. A water based outing is defined as any activity that utilizes water based transport (kayak, raft, 
tube, canoe, etc.).  These guidelines are in effect if any staff is in attendance while on duty as 
an employee of CHAT.  All staff must fulfill the following requirements to participate in these 
outings: 

 
a. Have successfully completed First Aid or a higher certification 
b. Have current CPR certification 
c. Complete an ACA approved kayak, raft and/or canoe course at a minimum 
d. Demonstrate basic swift water rescue skills (ie. throwbag use, extraction of overboard 

passenger, basic reading of water, etc).  
 

2. Ratios, Group Size and Responsibilities  
 
The ratio of participants to leaders is determined by a number of factors. The experience of the 
leader, expected capabilities of participants (experience, competence, fitness, etc.), conditions 
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(section of river, weather), planned duration of the activity and suitability and availability of 
equipment.   The following minimum requirements apply: 
 

a. On any trip there must be at least two craft at all times on every trip. (can be one raft 
and one safety kayak). 

b. Every trip must have a designated trip leader. 
c. A watercraft may only be ‘self guided’ if the self guiding participants are adults and 

deemed competent to the level considered reasonable for the river section.    
d. The ratio of trip leaders to participants is 1:8 participants for adults and 1:4 for children 

(18 and under) with a minimum of two leaders for any trip. 
e. For the safety of both the group and the river environment, the maximum group size 

for a trip involving a dependent group should be 20 (participants).   
f. A GAR must be completed prior to any float. 

 
F. TOWING VESSELS / ASSISTANCE  
 

1. Towing on the river in moving water creates additional hazards versus towing in flat calm 
water.  Before towing a disabled vessel, the park preference will always be to transfer 
passengers to a park vessel after setting their disabled vessel at anchor or securing it 
somewhere safe (on a ramp/nearby shore) and transporting the operator of that vessel to 
their vehicle to obtain a trailer.  If by some extenuating circumstance a park vessel operator 
chooses to tow a disabled vessel, he/she needs to be aware of the dangers involved in 
towing (nylon line snap back) and must know the preferred methods to tow (aft vs on the 
hip towing).  NPS vessels may tow only on a case by case basis where returning to the 
nearest boat ramp is not practical.   

 
(a) If it is determined that a tow would be preferred for a health/safety reason (never 

convenience to the operator!) and can be completed in a safe manner, a CHAT owned 
vessel may assist in towing the disabled vessel to the nearest boat ramp only if it can 
be done safely.   

 
2. During towing operations, safety of persons is paramount. 

 
(a) Occupants of disabled vessels should be transferred to the NPS towing vessel if it can 

be accomplished safely and if there is adequate room for seating. 
(b) All persons in the disabled vessel must be wearing a PFD prior to beginning any tow or 

transfer aboard a NPS vessel. 
 
(c) All tows will be conducted at a minimum safe speed and in a manner conducive to 
safety, (In absolutely no case will vessels be towed on plane). 

 
3. NPS boats will not be used to tow in the following circumstances: 

 
(a) Sinking vessels, or vessels so damaged as to be likely to take on water. 
 
(b) Vessels swamped and aground. 
 
(c) Vessels completely out of the water (hard aground). 
 

4. All NPS vessels will have onboard two lines in serviceable (no kinks, frays, or flat spots) 
condition of at least 50 feet in length and ½ inch diameter, of double-braided nylon 
available to be used as an emergency towline. 
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G.  OFF-DUTY USE OF NON-MOTORIZED VESSELS/ USE BY VOLUNTEERS 
 

1. Staff may, on occasion, wish to utilize non-motorized park vessels (kayak, canoe, 
inflatable raft) to become better acquainted with the river and its inherent 
characteristics.  If a staff member(s) wish to do so, this must be approved by their 
supervisor.  The employee will still need to have completed the mandatory training, 
and a float plan will be submitted to the supervisor inclusive of the GAR. 
 

2. Volunteer staff who wish to operate CHAT owned non-motorized vessels must adhere 
to the following guidelines:  The volunteer coordinator must have on file a signed form 
301A complete with a position description for the day.  The volunteer must be 
accompanied by a park employee who has successfully completed the non-motorized 
training for the type vessel being operated (Kayak, Canoe, Inflatable Raft).  Volunteers 
may not operate park owned vessels independently. 

 
VI. ACCIDENTS AND DAMAGE 
 

A. ACCIDENTS 
 

1. All accidents/incidents resulting in damage regardless of amount will be documented in 
IMARS and reported to the vessel operator’s supervisor within 24 hours. 

2. All accidents resulting in damage that requires repair (other than impeller/foot damage and 
minor aluminum repair), or results in an injury, will be documented on a case incident 
record in IMARS and reported to the BSPM. 
 

(a) All impeller/foot damage, including strikes occurring under power, even if there is no 
visible damage should be inspected by raising the motor and visually checking the bolts 
for damage and physically pulling on the foot to ensure it is properly affixed to the 
housing.  (If damage is noted, the BSPM shall be notified so the vessel can be 
transported to the contract repair facility for repair.) 

 
3. In all accidents resulting in damage of $2000 or more, or involves non-government vessels, 

or involves any injury requiring more than just first aid will be investigated and documented 
by a supervisor and commissioned law enforcement officer. (All employee injuries will be 
entered into the SMIS reporting system). 

4. Accidents requiring formal documentation must include an evaluation by a Board of Review. 
 
 

VII. SAFETY EQUIPMENT 
 
 A.  PERSONAL FLOTATION DEVICE (PFD) 

    
1. Unless otherwise stated in this policy, all persons (employees, volunteers, visitors, or 

guests) are required to wear a U.S. Coast Guard approved personal flotation devices 
(PFD) at all times when aboard a National Park Service owned or operated vessel. This 
includes an on-duty employee aboard a non-government vessel and any persons aboard 
vessels being towed by a government vessel.   

2. PFD STANDARDS 
a. The PFD standard is the Type III device, with reflective material (USDOI DM 485 

22 Appendix 3). 
b. Semi-annually all PFDs worn by government employees or passengers will be 

inspected for serviceability by a supervisor or the BSPM. 
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c. Type I, II or V PFD’s may be used at any time in lieu of a Type III.  Law 
Enforcement may wear other colors with a reflective or yellow badge strip. Type V 
PFD, if used in accordance with its approval labeling, is acceptable and this 
includes inflatable PFDs for work in non-hazardous waters for routine patrol. 

d. A Type I PFD is required for any person who is placed into custody and 
transported on a vessel by a law enforcement officer, or any person being 
transported due to disabled vessel, or being given courtesy transportation to the 
nearest boat ramp unless exigent circumstances exist. 

3. PFD EXCEPTIONS 
a. Law enforcement personnel operating undercover in an official undercover 

capacity. 
b. When vessel is anchored or moored and the engine is off 
c. Firefighters wearing Turnouts and SCBA onboard a CHAT government owned 

vessel 
4. INFLATABLE PFDS: 

   
These do not provide buoyancy until they are inflated. This imposes a higher level of 
responsibility on the user. The Inflatable PFD is subjected to restricted use by CHAT 
employees as opposed to the conventional inherently buoyant PFDs.   Currently, only 
commissioned Law Enforcement Officers are authorized to wear inflatable type V PFD’s 
and they must be inspected by the supervisor semi- annually and have their expiration 
date inspected. 
 

  (a) Supervisors allowing employees to wear inflatable PFDs will ensure those 
employees receive training in how to properly wear, inspect and rearm their inflatable 
PFD. It is suggested employee's actually wear and then inflate their life jacket to ensure 
they are aware of how rapidly it expands and the limitations they will face after the 
bladder has been inflated. 

  
  (b) Employees wearing inflatable PFDs will inspect their PFD every time they use it.  
 
  (c) Supervisors will ensure inflatable PFDs are formally inspected annually to ensure 

serviceability. The automatic inflating bobbin shall be replaced annually and the bladder 
will be inspected by using the oral inflation tube and then leaving the bladder inflated 
over night to check for leaks 

      
 5. INFLATABLE PFD EXCEPTIONS 
 

(a) Since there is a slight delay from immersion to inflation with the inflatable PFD they are 
not recommended for non-swimmers.  
 
(b) Inflatable PFD are not recommended for swift water use (white water) or any activity 

where the user may get wet such as with personal watercraft.  
     
(c) Inflatable PFD may not be used in hazardous conditions as defined in section IV of this 

policy.  
 
(d) The lack of speed rating for inflatable PFDs places employees at risk if wearing one of 

these life jackets aboard a vessel traveling at more than 35 MPH. 
 
(e) An inflatable MUST be worn as the outermost layer and a coat or rain gear should never 

be worn over these vests. 
 

 B.  AUTHORIZED FOOTWEAR 
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All vessel operators and crew aboard NPS vessels will wear footwear that is non-slip and  
closed toed. (Note: Teva style water shoes are considered acceptable) 

 
 
VIII. VESSEL MARKING AND EQUIPMENT 
 

A.  VESSEL MARKING 
 
1. Vessels used for law enforcement purposes will be marked in accordance with RM-9 

Chapter 35 (Appendix XIV). In addition, law enforcement vessels will be equipped with blue 
flashing lights and siren.  

 
2. No vessels other than those used for law enforcement will display law enforcement 

markings, including diagonal green striping.   
 
3. A designated name or number will identify all motorized CHAT vessels (CHAT 1, CHAT 2, 

etc).  
 
4. All non-law enforcement motorized vessels will be marked with “NATIONAL PARK 

SERVICE” in at least 3 inch block lettering in lieu of state bow numbers, which are not 
required. 

   
 

 B. REQUIRED VESSEL EQUIPMENT 

 
1. CHAT vessels will carry all required U.S. Coast Guard equipment according to the vessel’s 

classification.  In addition, CHAT vessels will comply with USDOI DM-485 equipment 
standards and the equipment requirements for the State of Georgia. 
 

(a) Law enforcement vessels are required to carry the additional equipment identified in 
Appendix VII 

(b) Marine VHF mobile radio should be installed on all motorized Law Enforcement vessels 
and if not, the operator will have a VHF portable radio aboard as well as a CHAT Law 
Enforcement portable radio. 

(c) GSA credit card  
(d) Mooring lines (2). 
(e) Tool kit   
(f) Towing line at least 75 feet in length and ½ inch diameter, of double braided nylon (a 

pre-made bridle for stern to bow towing is recommended).  
(g) First Aid kit. 
(h) Boat hook. 
(i) One paddle  
(j) Anchor and line. 
(k) 12v Bilge pump. 

 
All required equipment will be maintained in working order and inoperative equipment will be replaced or 
repaired before the vessel is put back into service.   
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 IX:  VESSEL REPAIRS AND ROUTINE PREVENTATIVE MAINTENENCE 
  

A. MAINTENANCE RESPONSIBILITIES OF OPERATORS 
 

1. Personnel will not make repairs or adjustments to boat engines without authorization from 
the BSPM in conjunction with management, and then only when exigent circumstances 
exist and the employee is capable of performing the work. 

  
2. Malfunctions or maintenance needs will be reported to the supervisor and forwarded to the 

BSPM.  A work order shall be submitted in accordance with current procedures.  
 

(a) Operators will test the following items before each operational period and enter it into 
the log (see appendix XVII):  Spotlight, Siren, Law Enforcement lighting, Bilge Pump, 
shift cables, grease foot, hydraulic trim rams, fuel tank, and oil level.  Operators are also 
responsible for the removal of trash and maintain the cleanliness and orderly condition 
of the vessel at the completion of each operational period. 

 
(d) Vessels will be returned to the assigned boat house at CHAT maintenance full of fuel 

with the impeller foot greased each time and ready for the next operational period with 
master perko switch in the “off” position and keys stowed.  

 

B. MAINTENANCE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE BOATING SAFETY PROGRAM MANAGER 
   

1.) The BSPM will be responsible for routine inspections of all CHAT government owned 
motorized vessels on a semi-annual basis.  This will include review of motorized 
vessel logs, checks for undocumented damages, and ensuring that preventative 
maintenance is being conducted on all motorized vessels in the fleet as well as 
ensuring that any maintenance repair issues are taken care of with the contracted 
repair facility. 
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